WHAT   FRANCE   IS   THINKING

further talk of the old political groupings. I do not suggest
he will destroy the framework of all the old parties. It is
certain that socialism is deep-rooted in many. Communism
must be taken into account, but it is dangerous only
because Germany has given it martyrs.
In France, that is important.

The middle classes have taken refuge in Vichy. Just
as they failed to understand in 1936, so have they failed
now. Clinging to their prejudices, they have tried to keep
all their privileges. They did not do justice to the rightful
demands of the workers, except under constraint and com-
pulsion, taking back what they could at any opportunity.

Some of the middle class, in direct contact with workers,
have realised their mistakes. I have heard some interest-
ing conversations on this topic. These would willingly
accept a compromise to safeguard what yet may be saved.
Others, alarmed by Russian successes, want a strong
government, a monarchy if need be, to hold back the tide
which must one day sweep over them, and which, after
all, will have been of their own creation.

The clergy are no less scared than the middle classes,
with whom they have linked their fate. Church atten-
dances are smaller than in 1914. Catholics have been
shocked by the attitude of certain cardinals. In the
masses, a wave of anti-clericalism is rising. Words ex-
pected from the Pope have not been spoken. The Episco-
pate appears to support P6tain, whose life is far from
edifying and does not conform with its maxims.

A special number of Valmy contained an appeal to
Catholics to remain united and not be influenced by a
few cardinals who did not constitute the whole Church.
The complaints and insults we received were all directed
against the Church.

The clergy themselves are far from united, as the
following incident will show.
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